TOWN OF BOZRAH
TOWN HALL
1 RIVER ROAD
BOZRAH, CT 06334
Telephone 860.889.2689 Fax 860.887.5449

The Bozrah Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission will hold its regular meeting on
Thursday, January 6th, 2022, at 7:00 pm via Zoom teleconference/videoconference (see the
bottom of the agenda for instructions).
1. Review and approve minutes:
a. December 2nd.
2. Wetlands Enforcement Officer report.
3. Review correspondence pertaining to agenda items.
4. Discussion of 2022 regulation update.
5. Discussion of fee ordinance and land use fee subcommittee.
6. Discussion of Route 2 Polly Brook bridge project.
7. Review general correspondence.
8. Such other business as the commission may vote to hear.
9. Public comment period.
Charlene Lathrop
Chair

Zoom Instructions
Join by Computer
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89266016398
Join by Phone
Phone Number: +1 (929) 205-6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 892 6601 6398
* 6 to mute/unmute, * 9 to raise hand

SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
5 Connecticut Avenue, Norwich, Connecticut 06360
(860) 889-2324/Fax: (860) 889-1222/Email: office@seccog.org
MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Town of Bozrah Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commission
Samuel Alexander, Bozrah Town Planner/SCCOG
December 30, 2021

RE:

Establishing a Sub-Committee to Review the Fee Ordinance

At the December 2 meeting, the Commission discussed establishing a sub-committee to review land use
fees and propose updates to the fee ordinance.
•

I recommend this be a sub-committee of the IWCC, established by the IWCC, which has
membership from other boards and commissions.

•

The IWCC should formalize the membership by vote, as well as a schedule and meeting time.

Membership

I recommend two or three members from IWCC, avoiding a quorum. Two members of PZC are interested
in participating: Chairman, Steve Seder and Vice Chairman, Scott Barber.
Chair Lathrop has indicated that she can reach out to the Board of Finance Chair to recruit a member from
that board. The IWCC may also wish to involve a member of the Board of Selectmen. I don’t feel a
representative from the Zoning Board of Appeals is absolutely needed, since fees for variances and
appeals should simply be the same as other land use applications requiring a public hearing, but that is up
to the Commission.
Meeting Schedule

The IWCC should establish a schedule, which can be transmitted to the Town Clerk as required, as well
as a regular meeting time. I believe there was interest in a 6:00pm meeting time, prior to the regular
IWCC meeting on the firth Thursday of each month.
Process

The subcommittee can review practices from other towns. I am happy to provide source material and
research as directed.

Member Municipalities:

Bozrah * Colchester * East Lyme * Franklin * Griswold * Borough of Jewett City * City of Groton * Town of
Groton * Lebanon * Ledyard * Lisbon * Montville * New London * North Stonington * Norwich * Preston *
Salem * Sprague * Stonington * Stonington Borough * Waterford * Windham

SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
5 Connecticut Avenue, Norwich, Connecticut 06360
(860) 889-2324/Fax: (860) 889-1222/Email: office@seccog.org
MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Town of Bozrah Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commission
Samuel Alexander, Bozrah Town Planner/SCCOG
December 30, 2021

RE:

Undertaking Regulation Amendments in 2022

At the December 2 meeting, the Commission discussed the possibility of updating its regulations. This
could be done with the goal of:
•
•
•

Keeping up-to-date with statue and case law.
Improving usability by applicants.
Improving usability/administrate-ability by the Commission and staff.

If the Commission is interested in pursuing this further in 2022, it may be easiest to have a reoccurring
agenda item on each month’s agenda; special meetings could be used as necessary.
Authority

Inland Wetlands Agencies are delegated authority by CT DEEP to regulate activities affecting inland
wetlands and watercourses. Powers are derived from the CGS §22a-36 through §22a-45. It is important
that changes to the local regulations are in-line with the agency’s specific authority, as outlined in
statute. Buy-in and endorsement from CT DEEP is important and necessary.
Contents, Formatting, Organization

The vast majority of Inland Wetlands Agencies utilize the CT DEEP model regulations, sometimes with
slight local variations. The Town of Bozrah does the same. The CT DEEP model regulations were last
updated in 2012, but the Department issues bulletins on recent case and statutory law updates. LINK to
CT DEEP guidance webpage: https://bit.ly/3HfLZHs.
The Town of Bethel utilizes formatting and organization that captures the essence of the model
regulations, but is easier to navigate and read. It is laid out in five chapters, in contrast to the model
regulations’ 20 chapters. LINK to Bethel regulations: https://bit.ly/3FIiSME.
Possible Schedule

The Commission should adopt a schedule to complete a draft update. Use this as food for thought.
•
•
•
•

January - Determine goals: How much of an update/overhaul would the Commission undertake.
February - Review CT DEEP advisories: Staff to determine if there are any necessary updates, to
comply with the law.
March - Discuss formatting/organization: Review and discuss methods of organization, including
reviewing draft Middletown regulations, Bethel regulations, and CT DEEP model regulations.
April - August - Workshop regulation update: Draft new regulations, including discussion of
areas in which the Commission has discretion. Consideration should also be given to appendices,
checklists, process flowcharts, etc. Engage with CT DEEP staff along the way.

Member Municipalities:

Bozrah * Colchester * East Lyme * Franklin * Griswold * Borough of Jewett City * City of Groton * Town of
Groton * Lebanon * Ledyard * Lisbon * Montville * New London * North Stonington * Norwich * Preston *
Salem * Sprague * Stonington * Stonington Borough * Waterford * Windham

TOWN OF BOZRAH
INLAND WETLANDS AND CONSERVATION COMMISSION
BOZRAH TOWN HALL
1 RIVER ROAD
BOZRAH, CT 06334
December 2, 2021
The meeting of the Bozrah Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission was called to order by
Chairman Charlen Lathrop at 7:00pm at the Bozrah Town Hall, 1 River Road, Bozrah, CT.
Members present: Charlene Lathrop, Scott Taylor, Chuck Mandel, Jim Sipperly.
Members absent: Steve Brunetti, Evelyn Brown, Jessica Carson.
Others present: Glenn Pianka (Board of Selectmen), Bob Russo (CLA Engineers/Wetlands
Enforcement Officer), Sam Alexander, AICP (SCCOG/Town Planner), Ray Barber.
1.

Review and approve minutes:
a) October 7th regular meeting.
Jim Sipperly made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Chuck Mandel
seconded the motion.
VOTE – UNANIMOUS – MOTION CARRIED

2.

Hear the report of the Wetlands Enforcement Officer:
Bob Russo, Wetlands Enforcement Officer (WEO) reported on two site visits conducted
the previous day.
211 Bashon Hill Road: Owner was issued wetlands approval and a Special Exception for
excavation, but has not begun work. Some minor work is being done in connection with a
temporary stabilization plan. No erosion issues were observed; all erosion controls that are
in-place are functioning properly. Owner was asked to use stone check dams in place of
haybale check dams in a drainage swale, as cows were eating the haybales.
350 Fitchville Road: Owner had received wetlands approval for work on a steep slope
leading to the Yantic River. The slope is stable and that work is not yet complete.
Additional work had been done, and soil was exposed in an area east of that slope. Soil is
exposed along a plateau and natural swale in an upland area; the owner had previously
agreed to seed this area before winter, but that had not happened. Temporary sedimentation
barriers (downed trees, stumps, wood chips) were in place to prevent sedimentation
downslope toward the river and alluvial/floodplain soils. Owner was asked to strengthen
barrier with more wood chips and extend wood chip barrier further east. Trees have been
cut in other upland areas. The owner has plans for more earth moving, which will require
agency approval. The owner’s plans may also have a floodplain impact depending on
extent and location of earthwork. The owner will be instructed not to bury stumps on the
property.
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TOWN OF BOZRAH
INLAND WETLANDS AND CONSERVATION COMMISSION
BOZRAH TOWN HALL
1 RIVER ROAD
BOZRAH, CT 06334
The Commission discussed a strategy for enforcing their regulations in regards to 350
Fitchville Road and having the owner apply for permission to conduct additional regulated
activities on the site. The WEO will send a letter to the owner.
The Commission discussed the need to remove a silt fence on Route 82, which was part of
a completed road project.
3.

Review correspondence pertaining to agenda items:
There was none.

4.

Adopt 2022 Meeting Schedule:
Jim Sipperly made a motion to adopt the 2022 meeting schedule. Scott Taylor seconded
the motion.
VOTE – UNANIMOUS – MOTION CARRIED

5.

Discussion of land use administrative procedures and commission precedents:
The Commission discussed their procedures related to accepting and ruling on applications.
There was discussion:
•
•

•

The Commission discussed possibly having an agenda item for jurisdictional
rulings and not requiring a filed application until a ruling is made. There were
reasons for and against this.
The Commission discussed fees. The Planning & Zoning Commission is also
planning discuss fees in December. The Commission determined to establish a
sub-committee with the Planning & Zoning Commission to update the fee
ordinance.
The Commission discussed the current regulations, which were last updated in
2015. The Commission would like to discuss changes to the regulations,
possibly through a separate sub-committee.

The Commission discussed staff procedures and roles. There was discussion around what
each staff person does Some changes are expected with the addition of the new WEO; the
WEO will not have office hours presumably. There was discussion about a need for
administrative support.
6.

Glemboski-Ous update:
Sam Alexander reported that the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition (OSWA)
grant application for the Glemboski-Ous property was successfully submitted on
November 18th.
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7.

Review General Correspondence:
Connecticut Land Conservation Council sent a solicitation to join their organization.
Sam Alexander and Glenn Pianka reviewed a Connecticut Department of Transportation
(CT DOT) presentation on an upcoming bridge project, Route 2 over Polly Brook. This
involves slip lining an over 700-foot culvert. The exiting culvert is 84in., the new culvert
will be 72in. Sam Alexander provided initial comments to CT DOT but CT DOT will seek
additional comments from the Commission. There will be a public informational meeting
in January. The Commission is invited to speak with CT DOT next week.
Chuck Mandel discussed the Connecticut Association of Conservation and Inland
Wetlands Commissions (CACIWC) conference.

8.

Such other business as the Commission may vote to hear:
Glenn Pianka discussed a future application by the Bozrah Historical Society, for an
interpretive
VOTE – UNANIMOUS – MOTION CARRIED

8.

Public comment period:
Ray Barber commented on the need to review fees every five years. Mr. Barber also
commented on the Bozrah Historical Society project. There was none.
Jim Sipperly made a motion to adjourn. Scott Taylor seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:35pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Samuel Alexander, AICP
Town Planner
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State Bridge Program - CT DOT

PROJECT NO. 013-0089
BRIDGE NO. 06847
Route 2 over Polly Brook
Bozrah, Connecticut
Town Roads Meeting - December 1, 2021

BRIDGE REHABILITATION
1

SITE OVERVIEW
Existing Culvert

N

Polly Road
Norwich Colchester
Turnpike
McGrath Lane
Yantic River
Exit 22 Off-Ramp
from Route 2 WB
Scott Hill Road

BRIDGE N0. 06847

Polly Brook

Route 2 EB On-Ramp
from Scott Hill Road

Lebanon/Bozrah
Town Line

2

EXISTING PLAN
LANE CONFIGURATION/WIDTHS
ROUTE 2 WB

ROUTE 2 EB
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PROPOSED PROJECT DETAILS
SLIP LINE 72” HYDRAULICALLY SMOOTH INTERIOR ALUMINUM PIPE WITHIN EXISTING 84” ASPHALT
COATED CORRUGATED METAL PIPE

Anticipated Scope of Work:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Construct permanent site Access Roads at both Inlet and Outlet
Pump/Hand-place grout in areas where there are voids behind the existing pipe
Push the lining pipe through the culvert in sections joined together using internal bands
Fill the annular space (between the existing and new pipes) with slip-lining grout
Construct concrete cutoff walls below the existing headwalls at both culvert ends
Patch any minor cracks and scaling in the existing headwalls and wingwalls
Place stone rip rap at the inlet to address minor erosion of the embankment

Anticipated Project Cost:

Anticipated Project Schedule:

• $1.14 Million
• Funded through STP-Rural Program

• Start of Construction: Spring 2024
• End of Construction: Fall 2024
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PROPOSED PLAN
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EXISTING & PROPOSED SECTION
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EXISTING & PROPOSED ELEVATION
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VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING (VPIM)
• Meeting is anticipated to be viewed live via Microsoft Teams and YouTube
• Meeting information will be found on the State of CT’s website, and should
be provided to the Town of Bozrah for inclusion on the Town’s website
• Per the current Project Schedule, the presentation is anticipated to occur
during the week of Sunday 1/23/22 through Saturday 1/29/22
• Per the Department’s experience, Tuesdays through Thursdays usually are
the better days (Tuesday 1/25 – Thursday 1/27)
• Is there a preferred date that would work best for the Town?
• The VPIM will need to be advertised in at least two newspapers.
• Which newspapers would the Town prefer this project be advertised in?
(We can follow up with you later concerning this)
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR
YOUR TIME.
ANY QUESTIONS FOR US?
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